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muscle sense with its resulting ataxia. These are symptoms of a defect 
in the. deep sensations, and the direct consequence of lesions in the 
posterior tracts. . At the same time there are many other symptoms that 
become evident in a fully developed case of tabes which are more or 
less due to disturbances of the superficial sensations; it is impossible to 
picture a break in the working of the deeper sensations without the 
involvement of the superficial also. The disturbances of the deep sen¬ 
sations are, however, of more importance than the others and precede 
them. 


Typhoid Meningitis.—E. E. Southard and E. F. Richards (Jour. 
Med. Research, 1908, xix, 513) report the case of a man, aged thirty-two 
years, who died after an acute illness of one week. There was no history 
of previous typhoid fever. The patient had had lues at nineteen, gradually 
advancing tabes at twenty-eight, and the signs of general paresis at 
thirty. At autopsy the findings were those of a hypostatic pneumonia, 
acute cerebrospinal leptomeningitis, and enlargement of the mesenteric 
lymph nodes; there were no lesions corresponding to a typhoid infection 
in the intestine. A pure culture of Bacillus typhosus was obtained from 
the meningeal pus and the large mesenteric glands, but blood cultures 
failed to yield the same organism. The meningeal exudate contained 
polynuclear leukocytes in great numbers, suggesting the hypothesis that 
Bacillus typhosus in the meninges may exert a directly pyogenic action. 
Should this hypothesis be upheld the indications are mat the typhoid 
.bacillus may have two separate effects: the one produced by diffusible 
toxin characteristically in the intestinal tract, and the other produced 
in the meninges either by the direct local action of the bacilli or tlirough 
an endotoxin due to destruction of the bacilli. Experimentally, Southard 
and Richards found that Bacillus typhosus inflamed the meninges of 
guinea-pigs, the exudates showing many polynuclear leukocytes, mono¬ 
nuclears appearing only about seven days after inoculation. Further 
research is desirable to determine whether the local action of Bacillus 
typhosus in the meninges is or is not of an endotoxic type. 

.Palliative Treatment of Elephantiasis.— Aldo Castellani (Philip¬ 
pine Jour, of Science, 1908, iii, 311) has been experimenting for some 
time with injections of various antiseptics, with tne idea of destroying 
the organism which causes this disease (such drugs as methylene blue, 
bichloride of mercury, carbolic acid, various arsenical compounds, 
cacodylnte of sodium, quinine, and others). All of these were of little 
use. Then Castellani used thcosinamin on account of its power of 
softening various kinds of fibrous tissue. As the injections of theosin- 
amin are very painful Castellani used “fibrolysin,” which is a water- 
soluble combination of theosinamin with sodium salicylate, 2 c.c. cor¬ 
responding to 0.2 grams of theosinamin. This dose is given daily or 
every other day according to the case. At the same time rest, massage, 
and, most important of all, proper systemic pressure by means of band¬ 
ages which are necessary adjuncts. Later surgical measures can be 
resorted to for the removal of the redundant skin. This method the 
authors found of great use in a certain number of suitable cases. As 
pet he has found no definite explanation for the action of theosinamin. 
't was noted, however, that in some cases following the injection there 
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was a fairly well-marked, though transient, leukocytosis. It is to be 
noted that the treatment without a constant well-distributed pressure 
on the affected parts by bandaging does not cause any marked improve¬ 
ment,and that vice versa the pressure alone without the theosinamin 
injections has practically no effect in the severe chronic cn^ Pg . 


The Treatment of Thyroitiism by a Specific Cytotoxic Serum.—J ohn 
Rogers and S. P. Beebe (Archives of Internal Medicine, 1908, ii, 297), 
in their latest report on the use of a specific serum in cases of thyroidism, 
review their former-work on the subject go especially into the nature of 
the serum, and conclude that the serum has a specific effect in neutral¬ 
izing the toxic action of the thyroid secretion. As a therapeutic agent it 
gives results which cannot in many cases be obtained by any other 
medical means. Not all cases presenting symptoms of thyroidism can be 
treated successfully with serum, because not all cases are purely hyper¬ 
trophic in origin. The rapid amelioration of symptoms in acute toxic 
cases similar in most respects to the well-accepted instances of neutrali¬ 
zation of toxin by antitoxin, is a weighty argument in favor of believing 
the symptoms to be due to the toxic agents of hyperthyroidism. The 
beneficial effects of combined treatment (administration of both the 
antiserum and the pure thyroid proteid, ^ grain of thyroid proteid 
thrice daily and the injection of 5 minims of the serum every fifth day), 
gives the best results, and indicates a dysthyroidism as well as a hyper¬ 
thyroidism as a factor in the production of symptoms. 
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Concerning Changes in the Blood alter Operations.— Bolognesi (ZenirbL 
f. Chir., 1908, xxxv, 1457) says that for some time investigations have 
been made in the surgical clinic in Modena concerning changes in the 
blood following operations. In recent years he found by experiments 
on animals that a change occurred in the protein substance of the blood 
serum, in infections by the pyogenes communis. He decided to investi¬ 
gate whether any noteworthy changes occurred in simple operations 
done under careful asepsis, where the microbes were not acting and 
no narcosis was employed. When in small dogs various operations 
were performed and the blood serum of the animals, taken at various 
periods (three to eight days) after the operation, was treated with a 1 to 
2000 solution of salicylic acid, in the proportion of 10 to 50, and this was 
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compared with the blood serum from a similar non-operated animal, 
there was always found a large quantity of precipitate (globulin?) 
resulting from tins reaction. The quantity was less the greater the time 
elapsing between the operation and the taking of the blood from the 
animal. When the time periods were the same the quantity of precip¬ 
itate was greater in the few cases in which the healing of the operation 
occurred by secondary intention. Bolognesi calls attention to the fact 
that the increase in the opsonic index of the blood found after chloro¬ 
form narcosis is lacking m a simple operation without narcosis. The 
quantity of the precipitate found after operation corresponds to the 
effect on the opsonic index. In those cases in which after operation 
microbic infection develops, and in those in which after narcosis the 
opsonic index is increased, the above-mentioned precipitate is abundant 

A Communication on Nerve Surgery, with a Preliminary Report on the 
Anatomical Healing of Nerve Wounds.— Bardenheuer (Dcut. ZUchr. f. 
Chir., 1908, xcvl, 24) presents a very elaborate paper on this subject, 
covering 200 pages. He says that the neuron theory is fully established 
at the present time. Nerve defects are bridged over, in all probability, 
chiefly through the outgrowth of fibrilhe from the central stump, rarely 
through connection with another center by means of anastomosis forma¬ 
tion. The nerve fibres convey the impulses, while the ganglion cells 
are the functional and trophic center for the nerve fibers. For the 
preservation of the function of the nerve, its continuity with the {ganglion 
cell and its nourishment by the blood are necessary. In excisions the 
muscles should be shortened according to the bone defect, in order 
that they may be so put on the stretch that they contract on the first 
impulse of the will and the circulation be made active. When there 
exists a circular constriction' of the nerves and bloodvessels from non¬ 
inflammatory cicatricial tissue, conduction is impeded, from deficient 
elements in the ganglion cells, secondary pressure atrophy of the peri¬ 
fibrillar tissue, or marked and continued pressure upon the nerve fibers. 
Lateral pressure is dangerous only when the nerve cannot escape the 
pressure, i.e., when the pressure works concentrically upon it, and 
arrests the influence of the ganglion cell. Degeneration of the periph¬ 
eral portion then follows. The pressure of inflammatory material 
and intravaginal blood and lymph collections may produce this effect. 
Nerve sutures are best introduced through the nerve itself, and should 
be of thin catgut. In old wounds the fibrillte adhere to each other better 
side to side, in which position the sutures can be more correctly placed, 
yhese at times give a better prognosis than recent wounds. For com¬ 
plete return of nerve conduction in the peripheral course of the nerve, 
three to six weeks, often a month, is necessary. In central, thick nerves, 
one or several years may be necessary, or it may fail entirely. Excep¬ 
tionally function may return in five to twenty days, in which case there 
probably remained a previous anastomosis between the peripheral 
stump and a neighboring nerve, or between the two nerve stumps. 
Clinically, healing appears to occur by first intention. Histologically, 
it is not proved, and its demonstration appears to be impossible. Trans¬ 
plantation of entire nerves or by nerve flaps from an intact or slightly 
paralyzed nerve often gives good results. It is always best to combine 
ft with a corresponding transplantation of the tendons, a shortening 
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of the paralyzed muscles by suture, and a cutting of the sound muscles 
and tendons. For transplantation of nerves one should take a sound 
nerve or a flap from a sound nerve, the function of which is not impor¬ 
tant. For this reason the hypoglossal is to be preferred to the spinal 
accessory, or the obturator to the crural. Hypoglossal grafting never 
gave better results in old wounds than in recent paralysis. The post- 
traumatic and postinfectious limitation of joint movements ana the 
disturbance of nerve conduction arc due not only to the adhesions of 
muscles and tendons to each other and shortening of the capsule on 
the flexor side, but also to the adhesions between tendons ana nerves, 
which anises a constriction of the latter as well as of the arteries by the 
connective tissue. Under these circumstances the muscles, tendons, 
and nerves should be loosened, and tenotomy on the side of the injury, 
with myorrhaphy on the opposite side of the joint, should be done. 
Ischemic contractures result from interference with the return in the 
veins from callous constriction and a resulting neuritis. The so-called 
narcosis paralysis and birth palsy are due to pressure of the head upon 
the main vessels, accompanied by mild or severe ischemic inflammation 
of the muscles. In small caliber wounds of the bone and tearing of an 
important nerve, the nerve should be exposed in from eight to fourteen 
days and nerve sutures introduced. In subcutaneous nerve injuries, 
with moderate and rapidly disappearing paralysis, the old method of 
treatment with electricity and gymnastics is indicated. In old trau¬ 
matic paralysis, with node formation at the site of the lesion, the elec¬ 
trical examination must decide the treatment after exposure of the nerve. 
If there is no reaction on electrical irritation on all sides of the node, 
then the node should be excised and the cut ends sutured together. 
When the reaction is present, an incision should be made through the 
sheath of the nerve, the blood clot removed, and the nerve and nerve 
sheath sutured. The very rare recurrences after ganglion excision 
result from anastomosis formation. After neurectomy they are due to 
outgrowths from the central end of the nerve or to the anastomosis of a 
neighboring nerve. Recurrences after neurinsarkoklesis are very 
rare and are the results of faults in the operation. Occasionally after 
excisions of the elbow, hand, and knee, there occurs, without injury 
of a nerve or ischemic palsy from a tourniquet, an almost complete 
paralysis of all the muscles. These depend, chiefly, upon the too great 
shortening of the bones and the relatively too great length of the muscles. 
The nourishment of the nerves is interfered with by the resulting 
deficient circulation of the blood and lymph in the nerves due to faulty 
tension and action of the muscles and nerves and to the surrounding 
inflammation. In all the nerve pressure palsies, such as occur after 
luxations and contusions, operation is indicated, because without it- 
often months and years will be necessary for a cure. 

(Esophageal Sarcoma.— Von Hacker (Mitt. a. d. Grenzgeb. d. Med . u.- 
Chir., 1908, xc, 396) says that primary sarcoma of the oesophagus is 
very rare and may be regarded as a curiosity. Von Hacker reports two 
new cases and gives-statistics of 19 cases collected from the literature. 
The first of his cases was a leiomyosarcoma, polypoid in shape, with its 
pedicle attached to the oesophageal wall, about 10 cm. below the bifur¬ 
cation-of the trachea. It filled up the markedly dilated oesophagus,- 



